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62 CHINESE PHILOSOPHY.

should not be underrated. If these virtues are but turned in the
right direction and tempered by that breadth of mind which is in-
dispensable for progress, the Chinese will soon recover; and nothing
is more apt to produce a national rebirth than hard times, trials,
and humiliations.

China is offered in her recent misfortunes the chance of a spir-
itual rebirth. Should she avail herself of this opportunity, she
would, with her four hundred millions of inhabitants and her untold
virgin resources, at once take a prominent rank among the nations
of the earth; and her civilisation might become strong enough to
influence and modify our own.
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